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WESTERN KENTUCK Y UNIVERSITY 
COMMEMORATIVE PROGRAM I N OBSERVA NCE OF THE OFFICIAL DATE OF UNIVERSITY STAT US 
UNVEILING OF UNIVE RSITY PYLON AT MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE CAMPUS 
June 16. 1966 
9 a . m . , CST 
Pre sident Kelly T hompson , P r es iding 
Invocation-- --- --- - --- -- -------- --- ------ - - - ----- --- - Dr. Willson E. Wood 
Head, Depa rtmcnt of English 
Pre s entation of Col ors - - ----- - - - --------- - ------------ Western ROTC Color Gua r d 
T h e National Anthem __________ ____ ______ ___ _____ ___ __ Western C h oir 
The C ha r g e - ----- ______ _____ ___ _ _ ___ _ ____ _ ____ _ _ __ ___ Mr . Douglas Keen 
• Vice Chairman, Board of Regents 
Response -- ----- ---- ------- - -- -- ----------------- - - - -
Rcsponse -- --- --- --------- - - - ---- ------ -- - - - ----- -- --
Unve iling of Pyl on ---- - . ---- ---- ---- - - -- ---- ---- ---- --
Dr . Raymond L . Cravens 
Vice P r esident fo r Academi c Affai r s 
Mr . Ocro G. Downing 
Vice President fo r Admin ist r ative Affairs 
Mr . Maxey B. Harlin 
Dr . J . T . Gilbert. 
Members, Boa rd of Regen t s 
"College He i g hts" - - -- - - - - -- - - - -. - - - - - -- - - - - -- -- - --- - - Weste r n Choir 
' , ' 
.. 
...-
(Organ music , p r eceding· p1"og r am, by Mr . Claude Rose . ) 
' . 
• 
----
--
Invocati on by Dr. Willson E. Wood, H ead of the Department of English , 
on June 16 , 1966 , at Commemorative Program in Observance' qf the 
Official Date of University Status. 
* ~ * * * * * * 0 * 0 * * * c * * * 
Our Father , 
We seek divine guidance and blessing as we celebrate the o'ccasion 
" 
o f a significant attainment in the life and progress of this great institution . 
We r ecognize the fact that that which is old yet would be forever new must 
periodically expe rience a r ebirth and a rededication . This event which we 
celebrate today is such a rebirth and we who are here to mark the occasion 
must , under Thy divine help and guidance, experience the rededication. 
, 
May the young men and women who study here ever be worthy of the opportu-
nities afforded, and may the faculty ever be diligent in guiding these young 
men and women to find on this Hilltop the spirit that makes the master. 
Help us always to study , to work, and to live with open and inquiring minds; 
help us to achieve that which is good for us as individuals and that which 
is good fo r mankind as a whole . Accept our thanks for the many blessings 
which have been ours in days and years gone by and guide u s throughout 
the days and years which lie ahead, we humbly and gratefully pray , 
Amen. 
; 
• 
• 
• 
I . 
- " 
The Char ge by Rege n t Douglas I< een on June 16 , 1966 , at C ommemorative Program. 
in Observance of the Official Date o f Univer sity Status . 
0 . 
M r . President , Distinguished Guests , L a dies and Gentlemen: 
Th i s occasi on marks the culmination of the h o p e s, the dreams and 
and t~e dedicated efforts of countle ss people through m a n y years , a n d ye t - - more 
importantly __ it marks the dawn of new a nd greate r opportuniti es fo r service to 
h ighe r education , to the young people of this Country , a nd, through them , t o the 
deve lopment and prog ress of ou r grea t Nation . T his important miles t one w hich we 
have r eached today is but a stepping-stone on the pa thway to sti ll g r eat er achievements 
and offers to u s challenges unlimited . 
So I charge each o f you to serve this sacred trus t we ll, with devotion and t o , 
the limit of your capabilities so that the great traditions of the pas t m ay b e p reserved, 
the great hopes of the future realized , our standards of excellence m ainta ined, and 
'lfesternTs place in the his tory of education made more secure . 
I can think o f no g r ea ter dut y nor higher calling than to teac h the youth of 
ou r Country how to make life more meaningful and how to meet the complexities o f 
modern li v ing , nor can I think of a more lofty o r exalted ambition than to wish to d o 
this job well . 
'lore hav e the plant , we have the tools , we have the raw mate r ials , and we have 
the opportunity . The to r ch o f l earn ing burns brigh tly __ I c ha r ge you to gua r d i t 
zea l ous ly __ to de fend i t courageous l y - - t o p reserve it for posteri t y and to foreve r 
h o l d i t high _. and I cha r ge you to pe rform these duties and r es ponsibi liti es to the 
g reater glory of Western K e ntucky University . I s peak for the entire Board of 
Rege nt s in giving you this charge and this challenge , 
L 
I 
• 
• 
Response of D r . R a ymond L . Cravens , V ice P r esident for Acade mic 
Affa irs and Dean of the Fac ult ies, on June 16 , 1966 , a t Comm emora t l '"e 
Program in Observance of the Official Date of Univer sity Status: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Regent K een , Regents Harlin and Gilber t, President Thompson , Faculty, 
S tuden ts, and Distinguished Guests : 
It is for me a si gna l honor on behalf of the Fac ulty ana Academic 
Administration to r espond to the Cha r ge exp ressed in such a challenging 
manner by Regent Keen . M r. K een , as \/{estern ente rs t his new phase o f 
its educational service to Kentucky and the Na t ion , I want to assure you 
and Western !s many loyal f r iends that our purpose shall be the amplifica -
, 
t ion of the g rea tness which is tod a y th~ legitimate claim of Western Kentucky 
Univer sity. 
As the Ruby Laser amplifies a thousand fold the inherence and 
potential of a beam o f light , so we , the Faculty , accept as our challenge 
the amplification of Western1s stat ure and potential. As we ampli fy the 
education of young m e n and women for l eadership in the a rts and scie nces , 
education, business , and in a hos t o f o t her fie l ds and professions, we a lso 
accept your Charge to p rese rve and enlarge the Weste rn trad i tions of 
commitment to academic excellence, of motivation directed toward indi _ 
vidual and institutional i mprovement and advancement , and o f dedication 
to the teaching o f youth . As suggested by t he motto , W estern Kentucky 
UniverSity will genera t e "Life More Life" in its students , i n its fa cuIty 
and staff, and in Kentucky and the Nation a s i t ampli fi es knowledge , teaching, 
and service . Mr . Keen, we hereby de d i cate ou r e fforts and commit ou r 
talents to the Charg e whi ch you have presented . 
L 
I 
.' , 
• 
- ' ,... 
- > l 
Response of Mr . Dera G . Downing, Vice President for Administrative Affairs, on 
June 16, 1966, at Commemorative Program in Observance of the Officia l Date of 
Universi ty Status . 
President Thompson , Members of the Board of Regents, Ladies and"Gentlemen: 
I have the honor on this occasion of representing the Administrative Faculty and . 
) . , 
the Staff of Western Kentucky Unive rsity, and it is in their behalf that I acknowledge the~ 
" 
charge and accept the challenge stated 50 eloquently by Vice-Chairman Ke~p. for the 
, 
Board of Regents. 
As we pause briefly here this morning to emphasize the importance and give 
deserved recognition to this significant lnilestone in the life of Western, we renew our 
commitment to her purposes and objectives . 
Ours is a voluntary and privileged a ssoc iation w ith this institution. We have a 
profe~sional r espons ibility and a moral oblig2. tion to direct our energies and abilities 
to the successful fulfillment of every worthwhile endeavor of the schooL 
From this day forward let our watchwords be awareness and willingness . Aware _ 
ness of the past so that we can better understand and appreciate the valued traditions 
and respected heritage that are our le ga cy . Awareness of the present so that we can 
better evaluate and coordinate Western 's physical and human resources into ever _i mproving 
educational programs. Awareness of the futur e- _of ou r opportunities to render greater 
service and to make a more meaningful contribution to society . 
And then- _growing out of this constant and continuing awareness- - the willingness 
to give the very best of which we are capable in the performance of our duties and r espon-
sibilities so that Weste rn can meet the challenges of this day and age and will be a truly 
grea t university . 
We are aware that this is the destiny to which Western has been called , and we 
shall give unselfishly of ourselves to the attainment of this goaL 
" 
• 
, 
Concluding sentence before adjournment by President T h ompsqn 
on June 16, 1966, at Corrunemorative Program in Observance of 
• the Official Date of University Status. ", ,. 
* * * * * * * * * * * 0 * * * * * * 
WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY! May you always 
be an inspiration t o those whose lives you touch , and may you 
forever stand as an i rresistible force for truth and honesty in 
t he education of mind of man . 
WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY __ we hail thee! 
, 
• 
• 
